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�


Perseverance dictates our lives, whether it is the lack of perseverance or an enhanced sense of perseverance. We find examples of extreme perseverance in history (Mahatma Gandhi) and, perhaps, in friends. But, we often are faced with a personal lack of perseverance or a poor understanding of it. Today we’ll discuss some examples of Biblical perseverance and observed perseverance.





�


Defining and Examples of Perseverance





How would you define perseverance? Do you think that steadfastness and patience are synonymous with perseverance? If not, how are they different?


 


What are some examples of bad perseverance? (to jump start this question, think of restraining orders ( )





In your life, what are some examples where you observed someone never giving up when faced with incredible obstacles? What was or is their inspiration? 





The Bible gives us many examples of those who persisted in seeking God when facing tremendously difficult circumstances (Hebrews 11, for example). Can we persevere in circumstances that are not discouraging or challenging? What are some examples?








Hope and Seeking vs. Perseverance





Hope is one of the greatest attributes we can have (1 Corinthians 13:13). Hope can be difficult to maintain at times, yet we need it to remind ourselves of heaven, among other things. Based on Romans 8:22-25, what is the relationship between perseverance and hope? Is one a perquisite of the other?





What do people mean when they say they are seeking God? What are some of the spiritual rewards of being determined to seek God? Is seeking God the same as Perseverance? (Romans 2:7, Hebrews 10:35-39, 2 Peter 1:3-10)





Perseverance as Character





One of the results of perseverance is character (Romans 5:3-5). If character, for our purposes, is defined as “moral or ethical strength; integrity,” how is it that steadfastness produces character? 





Read 2 Peter 1:5-7 again. Why do you think these qualities are listed in this order? That is, why didn’t the author just say, “Seek goodness, knowledge, self-control” etc?





Read 1 Corinthians 13:7. If this definition demonstrates that true love is not selfish, what do we learn here about perseverance? Why would perseverance be considered unselfish in God’s eyes?





What is one way you can continue to seek God in steadfastness this week?
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