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It has been said that friendships can last “for a reason, for a season, or for a lifetime.” No matter how long a friendship lasts in your life, the foundation of a strong and healthy friendship is made up of many components. Today we will look at three characteristics of a strong and healthy friendship based on Biblical principles. Although this list of characteristics is not exhaustive, let’s examine what God’s word has to say about friendship with Him, and the characteristics He desires in our friendships. We’ll examine encouragement, loyalty, and compassion as they relate to others in our lives – especially friends.





�


DEFINING FRIENDSHIP





Through the years, what have been your favorite characteristics of your best friends? What have you appreciated and enjoyed about them the most?


Read John 15:9-17


How does Jesus define friendship with God? How is friendship with others similar to our friendship with God? How is it different? 





ENCOURAGEMENT





As the word suggests, to give encouragement is to give courage to another. We can also consider encouragement as support and help. To be the recipient of this help usually means we are in need of it. How has God best encouraged you through a friend?


Read 1 Thessalonians 5:11


The author uses imagery of construction. Let’s think metaphorically. How can encouraging someone be like building something?


Read Hebrews 10:25 


Why do you think it is important for Christians to meet together? Why is this especially true in a friendship? Can you meet with someone without seeing them face to face?





LOYALTY





“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” – Psalm 17:17


What does it mean to you to love a friend “at all times?” When the psalmist talks about a brother, is he speaking about a relative, a close friend, or both?


Let’s go back to John 15:9-17. We see that we are to love each other as Jesus loved us, and he loved us enough to give his life for us (John 10:14-15). What other ways can we practice sacrificial love in the context of friendship?





Loyalty includes being there for a friend when they need it the most. What do you think about the idea that what we expect from our friendships will determine whether or not those friendships can endure challenging times? Has someone you considered a casual or new friend surprised you with how faithful they were during a time of loss or major transition? 





COMPASSION





Jesus’ heart of compassion can be seen in the story leading up to and including the feeding of the five thousand. 


Matthew 14:1-21


Paying special attention to verses 12 – 14, we see that Jesus ministered to others even though he had just lost John, his cousin and dear friend.  How does seeing this example from the life of Jesus lead you to demonstrate compassion to others, even in the midst of difficulty?


“Therefore as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, humility, gentleness, and patience.” Colossians 3:12


Since we are God’s chosen people, how do we demonstrate compassion to others, especially friends?


Last week, we discussed the importance of listening. What is the relationship between listening to others and having compassion for them?


How can you demonstrate compassion for someone who you hope will become a friend in the future? 


What other attributes of a solid friendship have we not examined? How do you know they are important?
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