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Daily, our interactions with others shape our character and reputation. We are often required to donate our time to strangers, friends, family, and other acquaintances. How we handle these situations sometimes create joy and sometimes create anguish. 





Today’s discussion will explore our thoughts on how to treat others and examples of how people were treated in the Bible.





�





Treatment of Strangers


Almost every day, we are confronted with a social situation that puts us in contact with a stranger. Whether it is at the super market (checker/butcher) or at your workplace/school (janitor/executive), we tend to treat each stranger differently.


What is your attitude towards strangers in social situations? Do you think people are treated differently based on their positions? How about based on their demeanor? Now read James 2:1-13


Read John 4 1-26


How does Jesus treat this stranger? Does Jesus have special privileges as to how to treat strangers or should we model this example? 


Read Luke 6:31


How do you want to be treated by strangers? Do you want to be left alone? Do you want to be talked to?


What do you think about people who speak a little too nice to other people (borderline acting fake)? Is that okay? Is it better than treating someone rudely or ignoring someone?





Treatment of Friends and Family


What are the first words that come to mind when you think about how you treat your family? How about how you treat your friends? (be honest :) )


	Read 1 Peter 3:8-12 and Romans 12:10


After reading these verses, do you feel that most family/friends treat each other this way? How often does love come into play? Honestly, how do family and friends usually treat each other? (examples)


Read 1 John 4:20


Why do we need to treat family and friends differently than how we treat others in our life? Should we treat them differently?





Treatment of People in an Obligatory Situation


Read 1 Timothy 5:1-2, 1 Peter 2:17 and Ephesians 4:32


What social situations do you feel you should show individuals additional respect or feel like you are obligated to give certain treatment to? (one extreme is the U.S. President, another example is the father of your girlfriend)


How do you treat those people? How have you seen others treat those people? Is there a right way? What if someone decides to not show respect to those people, is that okay or is that wrong?


Read Romans 10:12


Should everyone be treated equally or do certain people deserve more out of us?











[image: image3.png]flatirons

COMMUNITY CHURCH



